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‘' Washington, D. C; 


Three or four years ago several different friends of mine 


read either the magazine or the books. 


. resented by these books and the magazine which were al- 


“tmy friendship with Dr. J. B. Matthews, and my access to J. fee 


yo se ok 105 & Ya] 1 btol- 


eadthe Lopa, Abe , o p. 


ka 
a 


vv o 








| Mr. Tolson 7, 
e. Po Mohr_ 
; Mr. 


(Dictated May 2, 19604 [7 





Ca 7 Ah t 

i f nance 7 
: 4 Wialonsa -H 
1 Mr. MeGa 

























Hon. J. Edgar Hoover i Mr. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation i Mr 
i i Tele. Roo 


Department of Justicė K . i Mr, Ingram 
Miss Gandy. | 
ł 





Dear Mr. Hooyer: 


who are, I believe, also friends of yours, suggested that I 
ought to have a talk with you, and each one offered inde- 
pendently to write a letter of introduction on my behalf, 


In each instance I replied that I had sent you copies of each 
of my two little books, MAY GOD FORGIVE US and THE 
LIFE OF-JOHN BIRCH, and that you were regularly re- 
ceiving copies of my magazine, then called ONE MAN'S 
OPINION but which has now become AMERICAN OPINION, 
although I did not know whether you had ever had time to. 
And that it did not < 
seem to me that anything I was doing, beyond what was rep-" 


ready at your disposal, was important enough to justify my .- 
taking up your time, or asking for a chance to do so. 


Then, when ] had got the John Birch Society fairly under 
way, I sent you a copy of the Blue Book of the Society, which , 
sets forth the Society's background, methods, and purposes, 
and tells what we are trying to do, and how, and why, as well, . @ P 

as I know how to explain it all in print. - A little later some 4 
member of an audience down in Tennessee, hearing one of our 

tape recordings, somehow mistook a reference I had made to p, 


B,'s files, as a statement that I had access to the FBI's files, “teva fe 
Asa result, two of your men in Boston came to see me, I not 
only played for them the master tape from which the recording 
used in Tennessee had been taken, < showed them identically 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover -2- May 3, 1960 


the same language in the Blue Book; but I took advantage of that 
opportunity to give them any and all information about The John 
Birch Society which I thought or they thought might be helpful. But 
I still saw no reason to bother you. 


Now, however, Iam puzzled by a report from one of our best Co- 
ordinators in the South, who works in Texas, to the effect that the 
FBI, in answering correspondence from some people, especially in i 
ithe Houston area, who have attended either our tape sessions or | 
film sessions, has said that "The John Birch Society is a group of - 
{righteous citizens who do not know the facts.'' Since giving the plain 
facts concerning the continuous Communist advance, and their meth- 
ods, is the very core of our presentations, and since for obvious 
reasons we have had to be meticulously careful and accurate about 
those facts, and since literally hundreds of outstanding conservatives 
or anti-Communists all over the country are constantly turning to us 
and our small Research Department as a source of facts for their. 
own speeches, articles, letters, and other activities, we cannot help 
wondering just what has prompted any such impression as apparently 
has been formed, and then transmitted, by somebody in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 


There is nobody in this fight who has supported the FBI and yourself 
more unceasingly, uncompromisingly, or enthusiastically, and nobody 
who more firmly expects to keep right on doing so, When your book 
provoked a lot of grumbling, and even some loud and rabid dissent, 

on the part of some of your former strong supporters, because of 
what they considered your too favorable attitude toward the NAACP 
and other organizations, I wrote many pages of letters to some of 
these people to calm them down -- the essence of which was that, 
whether you had leaned over too far backward to try to be fair in some 
of these cases or not, you had been for too many years and still were | 
too great and too effective a patriot for any such withdrawal or lessen- 
ing of moral support to be justified. And Iam sure that you would 
find our treatment of MASTERS OF DECEIT, in AMERICAN ORIN 
ION, one of the most favorable which the book received, | 





- Hon., J. Edgar Hoover -~ 3» . May 3, 1960 


All of this, as I am sure you have surmised, is merely an intro- 
duction to saying that I should like very much to have a chance for 
at least a brief visit with you; and that I should be glad to go to 
Washington for that purpose, at any time which would be conven- 
ient for yourself, if the time set did not conflict with some im- 
portant speaking engagement which I had already made before- 
hand, And instead of going through one or more of these friends 
of mine, I decided it was certainly simpler and probably better 
for me merely to write directly to yourself, 


I shall be glad to hear from you, also at your convenience, and 
shall be looking forward very much to seeing you and talking with 


you, if the opportunity is offered. In the menatime, with my con- 
tinuing admiration and kind regards, J am 


Sincerely, . 
í i 


RW:mip Robert Welch 
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| o> A , | a Tol Ron Wer 
FROM — : M. AAR: “d T | | et 
SUBJECT: ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. ALT DIT poum ED 
= THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY oe Naam 
REQUEST TO SEE DIRECTOR ANL WSR. 


By letter to Director 5/3/60, attached, Welch advised that several 
years ago friends suggested he have a talk with Mr. Hoover and offered to write 
letters of introduction. Welch informed his friends he had sent the Director 
copies of his books and magazines as well as data concerning The John Birch 
Society, and that nothing he was doing, beyond that represented in his writings, 
was important enough to justify taking up the Director's time. 
= Welch advised that on one occasion, someone in Tennessee, hearing 
one of Welch's tape recordings, mistook a reference he made to his friendship 
with Dr. J. B. Matthews and his access to J. B.'s files as a statement that 

_ Welch had access to the FBI's files. Welch stated two Agents contacted him 
about this and he not only played for them the master tape from which the 
recording had been taken, but also furnished them information about The John 
Birch Society. He noted that at that time he still saw no reason to bother the 
Director. 





Welch now, however, is puzzled by a report from one of his representatives 
in Texas that the FBI, in answering correspondence from some people, especially 
] in the Houston area, has said, "The John Birch Society is a group of righteous 
| citizens who do not know. the facts. "* Welch stated his group is meticulously 
careful and accurate in dealing with facts concerning the continuous communist 
advance, and he could not help wondering what prompted any such imprescin is 
apparently had been formed, and then transmitted by the FBI. 4 
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Welch advised that there is nobody in the fight against communism "who 
‘has supported the FBI and the Director more than he, and cited the favorable 
support he had given to "Masters of Deceit. t't Welch stated he would very much like - 
the opportunity of a brief visit with the Director and that. he would be glad to come 
to Washington for that purpose at Mr. Hoover's convenience. ee 
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Robert H Wak elch, born 12/ 1/99, Edenton, North Carolina, received A. B. a ee & 
| aN pic Cazola; 1s" 16, and attended ‘Harvard-Law-School,..1919 24. 











Prat | 
1 - Mr.(DeLoach. am en 1s MAY 17 1960 


A M ari | a "n g 


J Parn A 





we 


| 





Jones to BeLoach Memo | | 
Re: Robert H. W. Welch, Jr. 


receiving no degree. During World War II, he was on Advisory Commission of 
Office of Price Administration. From 1951- 57, he was a Director of National 
Association of Manufacturers, and was.its Vice ‘President, 1955-57, He was an 
officer of James 'O. Welch Company, candy manufacturers, Cambridge, Mass- 
achusetts, for many years, and apparently left this concerniin: 1959, to devote 
full time to The J ohn Birch Society, 7 


INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 


In. 1952,. Welch wrote a book "May God Forgive Us," dealing with 
communist aggression, In 1954, he wrote a book "The Life of John Birch." Birch, 
a young Baptist missionary.in China, helped Doolittle and several of his fliers 
to safety after the Tokyo raid; Birch later served 3 years as an Army intelligence 
officer under General Chennault. 10 days after the end of World War IL, while 
on a peaceful Army mission, Birch was brutally murdered by Chinese communists. 


Welch founded The John Birch Society in December, 1958, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana; it is incorporated in Massachusetts as a non-profit, non- 
political and. education corporation. Itis allegedly an anti-communist organization 
having branches in various parts of the country. Its long-range objective has been 
summarized as "less government, more responsibility and a better world." We 
have received numerous inquiries concerning’ this organization from citizens 
throughout the country, and several, in particular, from the Houston, Texas, area. 
In acknowledging these inquiries, the Director, of course, has never made any 
statement to the effect that "The John Birch Society is a group of righteous citizens 
who do not know the facts." “We have not investigated the Society or Welch. By 
SAC Letters in March, 1959, and J anuary, 1960, we alerted our field offices as 
to the activities of Welch and The John Birch. Society; and requested to be advised 
when. a chapter of the Society is organized. We are particularly interested in 
efforts by subversive elements to take over or‘use this Society or its chapters. 





` Wélch edits a monthly periodical "American Opinion" which appeared in 
J anuary, 1958, as a successor to his publication "One Man's Opinion." This magazine 
contains reviews of current topics by various authors -and comments and’ 
observations by Welch, Many of its articles are anti-communist. We have never 
investigated either of these publications. The Director wrote Welch in March, 1957, 
acknowledging receipt of "One Mants Opinion." The February, 1958, issue of 
"American Opinion" blasted Cyrus Eaton concernng his comments. about the FBI, 
The-May, 1958, issue.of "American Opinion" had a very favorable review of 
"Masters of Deceit" by Edwin McDowell. By letter 4/24/58, the Director thanked 
McDowell for his generous comments, The March, 1959, issue of "American. 
Opinion"tad an article entitled "The Cyrus Eaton Story" which questioned Eaton's 
motives and pointed out that-his utterances and "hogwash conferencés" receive 
tremendous publicity but do incalculable harm to the anti-communist cause, Welch 


authored a 287-page boak "The Politician, " which was never published, which was | 


mainly an attack on the political life and beliefs of President Eisenhower. 
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Jones to DeBboach Memo 


SAC, Boston and another agent interviewed Welch on 42/21/59, concerning 
the allegation that Welch had access to FBI files, as mentioned by Welch i iù his 
attached letter. He denied making such a statement and played the master tape 


to prove his point. -He said at that time, there were John Bireh n in 15 
states, (62-104401) 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 
(1) That attached letter be sent to Welch, 
@) That in the event Welch comes to ‘Washington and calls the Bureau 


for an appointment -with the Director, he be referred to someone in your: 
(DeLoach) office. 
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